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HOUSE BILL NO. 2270 

RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 
   
Chairperson Tsuji and Members of the Committee: 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 2270.  This bill will 

restructure the Hawaii Invasive Species Council (HISC) into a new entity called the 

Hawaii Invasive Species Authority, attached administratively to the Department of 

Agriculture.  The Department strongly supports this Administration measure. 

 

The HISC has been successful in enhancing the collaboration among the key 

state agencies addressing invasive species.  It has also strengthened the collaboration 

of these agencies with counties and non-government entities in invasive species 

response, control, and outreach.  The HISC is composed of six voting members 

representing state agencies and invited legislative representatives.  This has allowed for 

participation from the public sector but excludes a private sector voice.  This bill will 

allow for inclusion of representatives from the agricultural, nursery, conservation and 

native Hawaiian communities as voting members. 

 

This bill will create the Hawaii Invasive Species Authority as an attached agency 

and will allow for the hiring of staff within the Authority to carry out the mandates of this 

statute.  The HISC is administered by the Department of Land and Natural Resources 



 
 
 
(DLNR) and the administrative work for HISC is conducted by DLNR staff as additional 

duties to their other DLNR functions.  Creation of the Authority will allow for dedicated 

staff to carry out the purposes of this bill so that their work can focus on Hawaii Invasive 

Species Authority mandates.  The mandates of the Authority encompasses work 

involving multiple agencies and the private sector , and dedicated staff capacity will 

ensure effective fulfillment of these broad duties. 

 

The department suggests that Section 1, §__-3(a)(6) be changed to:  “Identify 

and record all invasive species present in the State and promulgate a list of invasive 

species by rule pursuant to chapter 91”.  The current language allows for public input 

into the additions and deletions to the list at §__-9 but does not address public input into 

the creation of the initial list.  Given that this bill authorizes the entry onto private 

property for invasive species control and eradication, it seems that the public is entitled 

in the first instance to notice of which pests and species are invasive species. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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HB 2270 – RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 
  
Chair Tsuji, Vice Chair Onishi, and members of the House Committee on Agriculture, 
thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HB 2270 which restructures the 
Hawai‘i Invasive Species Council as the Hawai‘i Invasive Species Authority, attached 
administratively to the Department of Agriculture, for the enhancement of the State's 
invasive species prevention, early detection, rapid response, control, enforcement, and 
outreach programs; establishes the Hawaii Invasive Species Authority Special Fund and 
appropriates moneys to that fund to implement the Authority and relevant invasive 
species projects. 
  
The University of Hawai‘i is a member of the interagency Hawai‘i Invasive Species 
Council, and will remain a member under the restructuring proposed in HB 2270. We 
support this restructuring and attachment to the Department of Agriculture, and believe 
that it will strengthen efforts to prevent and control invasive pests, plants, and plant 
diseases in Hawai‘i. 
 
Thank you for the effort to testify in support of HB 2270. 
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In consideration of 
HOUSE BILL 2270 

RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 
 
House Bill 2270 proposes to restructure the Hawaii Invasive Species Council (HISC) as the 
Hawaii Invasive Species Authority (HISA), an agency attached administratively to the Hawaii 
Department of Agriculture (HDOA). The Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(Department) supports this Administration measure. 
 
The Department has acted as the administrative host of the interagency HISC since its creation in 
2003 and serves as co-chair along with the HDOA. Chapter 194, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), 
requires the HISC to perform a broad spectrum of policy and coordination duties associated with 
invasive species. The HISC also manages an annual grants program to support innovative 
interagency projects that fill gaps between agency mandates. Chapter 194, HRS, establishes the 
HISC as a board only and does not provide staff or funding for the operation of the HISC. As 
such, the Department has provided existing staff resources to effectuate the direction of the 
HISC. Chapter 194, HRS, also establishes the board as being comprised of ex-officio members 
only: the chairpersons or directors (or their designees) of six state departments that deal with 
various aspects of the invasive species problem. 
 
This measure would add three non-ex-officio seats to the voting board, to be appointed by the 
Governor, to represent conservation, agricultural, and cultural perspectives in HISA decisions. 
This measure would also authorize the HISA to hire staff necessary to effectuate the direction of 
the board, and provides an appropriation for this purpose. Rather than being administratively 
hosted within an existing agency, the HISA would function as a semi-autonomous entity 
administratively attached to an existing agency. 
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With regard to attachment to HDOA, the Department notes that HDOA has broad mandates 
regarding invasive species and biosecurity and would be an appropriate agency to which the 
HISA could be attached. As proposed, both the Department and HDOA would continue to act as 
co-chairs on the board of directors. 
 
This measure also appropriates funds for an interagency grants program, similar to that currently 
operated by the HISC, and creates a special fund to allow for better administration of funds and 
the ability to receive funds other than legislative appropriations. The amount of funding 
requested for this appropriation matches the need identified by invasive species practitioners for 
interagency projects in FY17. Pre-proposals describing potential uses of appropriated funds were 
developed by researchers and project leads across various agencies, and can be found in detail on 
the HISC website: http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/hisc/projects/fy17/.  
 
In preparation of an attached agency concept for invasive species coordination, HISC staff 
conducted a stakeholder survey to gather input on desired components of an enhanced 
coordinating entity. Stakeholder input was broadly supportive of the HISA concept as proposed 
in this measure, with the suggested amendment that the descriptions of the non-ex-officio 
members in sections -3 (20) (b) (4) (A) and -3 (20) (b) (4) (B) be broadened to describe 
individuals or organizational representatives representing the categories of conservation and 
agriculture. This amendment would allow for a larger pool of potential applicants to sit on the 
board of directors.  
 
The Department appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/hisc/projects/fy17/
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H.B. 2270 
RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 

 

House Committee on Agriculture  

 

The Department of Transportation strongly supports this Administration bill which  
restructures the Hawaii Invasive Species Council as the Hawaii Invasive Species 
Authority, an agency attached administratively to the Hawaii Department of Agriculture. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 
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In Consideration of 

HOUSE BILL 2270 

RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 

 

House Bill 2270 restructures the Hawaii Invasive Species Council as the Hawaii Invasive Species 

Authority, attached administratively to the Department of Agriculture, for the enhancement of the State’s 
invasive species prevention, early detection, rapid response, and control, enforcement, and outreach 

programs.  It establishes the Hawaii Invasive Species Authority Special Fund and appropriates moneys to 

that fund to implement the Authority and relevant invasive species projects.  Aha Moku SUPPORTS 

this measure.  
 

The Aha Moku encompasses the eight main Hawaiian Islands, which in turn is comprised of 47 moku and 
607 ahupua’a, each one of which is individual and unique with its own natural resources.  The focus of 

the Aha Moku System, as stated by this Legislature is to assist the State in the protection and 

sustainability of its distinctive natural and cultural resources by bringing forward Native Hawaiian 

generational and traditional resource methodology that together with scientific expertise may further 
protect our natural assets.  

 

Today, it is often difficult to protect these resources because of the influx of invasive species which, 
because they are not native to Hawaii, often causes irreparable harm to our endemic and indigenous flora 

and fauna.  This in turn does great harm to our cultural resources. We believe this measure is greatly 

needed.  On every island, Hawaiian communities are struggling to deal with the rapid demise of our 
sacred ohia trees; dengue fever, and the rapidly increasing invasive limu in our coastal waters.  All of this 

directly impacts our native Hawaiian resource practices.  Aha Moku is attached to DLNR and through this 

collaboration; some of our ahupua’a communities have been able to get help against certain types of 

invasive species – for example, the rat eradication on Lehua Island which is part of Ni’ihau. 
 

We support the addition of three members to be appointed by the governor who will have expertise in the 

agricultural or nursery industry, and who will have expertise in conservation and native Hawaiian cultural 
practices.  It’s important for this person to understand that each island is different and unique when it 

comes to natural resources and cultural practices.  The differences come about because of the differences 

in geography and climate. That indicates whether or not an invasive species has started, and/or if it can 

thrive.  Native practitioners who have practiced conservation in their areas for decades can be a first line 



of defense for an invasive species authority as they can let the authority know when changes occur in their 

environment before it decimates the resource. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony and we ask that this committee pass this measure. 
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HOUSE BILL 2270 

RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES 
 
House Bill 2270 would restructure the Hawaii Invasive Species Council (HISC) as the 
Hawaii Invasive Species Authority (HISA), an agency attached administratively to the 
Hawaii Department of Agriculture (HDOA). The HISC supports this Administration 
measure. 
 
The HISC was created in 2003 for the purpose of policy-level coordination and 
direction among state agencies. Chapter 194, HRS, establishes HISC as a voting 
board, and places the HISC within the Department of Land and Natural Resources for 
administrative purposes only. The HISC was established as a board only, with no 
statutory provisions for funding or staff. As such, DLNR has provided existing staff 
resources to effectuate the direction of the HISC. Chapter 194, HRS, establishes the 
board as being comprised of ex-officio members only: the chairpersons or directors (or 
their designees) of six state departments that deal with various aspects of the invasive 
species problem. 
 
This measure would add three non-ex-officio seats to the voting board, to be 
appointed by the Governor, to represent conservation, agricultural, and cultural 
perspectives in HISA decisions. This measure would also authorize the HISA to hire 
staff necessary to effectuate the direction of the board, and provides an appropriation 
for this purpose. Rather than being administratively hosted within an existing agency, 
the HISA would function as a semi-autonomous entity administratively attached to an 
existing agency. 
 
This measure also appropriates funds for an interagency grants program, similar to that 
currently operated by the HISC, and creates a special fund to allow for better 
administration of funds and the ability to receive funds other than legislative 
appropriations. The amount of funding requested for this appropriation matches the 
need identified by invasive species practitioners for interagency projects in FY17. Pre-



proposals describing potential uses of appropriated funds were developed by 
researchers and project leads across various agencies, and can be found in detail on 
the HISC website: http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/hisc/projects/fy17/.  
 
In preparation of an attached agency concept for invasive species coordination, HISC 
staff conducted a stakeholder survey to gather input on desired components of an 
enhanced coordinating entity. Stakeholder input was broadly supportive of the HISA 
concept as proposed in this measure, with the suggested amendment that the 
descriptions of the non-ex-officio members in sections -3 (20) (b) (4) (A) and -3 (20) (b) 
(4) (B) be broadened to describe individuals or organizational representatives 
representing the categories of conservation and agriculture. This amendment would 
allow for a larger pool of potential applicants to sit on the board of directors.  
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Testimony of The Nature Conservancy of Hawaiʻi 

Supporting H.B. 2270 Relating to Invasive Species Program Administration 
House Committee on Agriculture 

Thursday, February 18, 2016, 9:00AM, Room 312 
 
The Nature Conservancy of Hawai‘i is a private non-profit conservation organization dedicated to the preservation of the lands and waters 

upon which life depends. The Conservancy has helped to protect nearly 200,000 acres of natural lands in Hawai‘i. We manage 40,000 

acres in 14 preserves and work in 19 coastal communities to help protect the near-shore reefs and waters of the main Hawaiian Islands. 

We forge partnerships with government, private parties and communities to protect Hawaiʻi’s important watershed forests and coral reefs. 

 
The Nature Conservancy supports H.B. 2270 to restructure the Hawaiʻi Invasive Species Council as the 
Hawaii Invasive Species Authority, attached administratively to the Department of Agriculture. 
 
The Legislative Reference Bureau (LRB) has released its update to the 2002 report Filling the Gaps in 
the Fight Against Invasive Species. The new report, Can’t See the Forest for the (Albizia) Trees: An 
Invasive Species Update, can be found at: http://lrbhawaii.org/reports/legrpts/lrb/2015/invasive.pdf.  
One of the LRB’s recommendations in this new report is that the Legislature consider amending the 
structure of the Hawaiʻi Invasive Species Council (HISC) to provide clearer authority to direct 
interagency coordination and provide resources and support for priority actions necessary in the fight 
against invasive species.  The HISC has had many successes, including fostering much greater 
collaboration amongst government agencies and other partners and—with thanks to the Legislature—
providing critical funding for responses to pests like little fire ants, albizia, miconia, coqui frogs and 
others.  However, we agree that raising the status of the HISC to become the Hawaiʻi Invasive Species 
Authority, including an increased base budget for consistent staffing and programs, would be an 
important step forward in further addressing Hawaiʻi’s invasive species challenges. 
 
We also note that the LRB’s report repeatedly states that a major gap in the fight against invasive 
species has been insufficient funding for invasive species work on the ground and for the operations 
and staffing of the HISC.  Amongst the LRB’s recommendations are a statewide biosecurity plan as 
well as stable—even dedicated—funding to address invasive species prevention, early detection, rapid 
response, control, research, and outreach priorities across the state.  We agree and are glad that the 
Department of Agriculture recently issued a request for proposals for assistance preparing the 
biosecurity plan. 
 
 

http://lrbhawaii.org/reports/legrpts/lrb/2015/invasive.pdf
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Testimony Submitted to the  

House Committee on Agriculture 
 

Hearing:  Thursday, February 18, 2016 9 am 
Conference Room 312 

 
In Support of HB 2270 Relating to Invasive Species Program Administration 

 
Chair Tsuji, Vice Chair Onishi, and Members of the Committees.   
 
Aloha.  The Conservation Council for Hawai‘i supports HB 2270, which restructures the 
Hawaii Invasive Species Council as the Hawaii Invasive Species Authority, attached 
administratively to the Department of Agriculture, for the enhancement of the State's 
invasive species prevention, early detection, rapid response, control, enforcement, and 
outreach programs; establishes the Hawaii Invasive Species Authority Special Fund and 
appropriates moneys to that fund to implement the Authority and relevant invasive species 
projects.  
 
Strengthening invasive species programs and policies is one of the most important 
investments we can make in protecting the environment, human health, culture, and 
economy. 
 
With all due respect, the State is not doing enough to protect public trust resources from 
invasive species.  We urge you to appropriate a total of at least $50,000,000 annually to 
address invasive species in Hawai‘i as estimated by the legislative reference bureau study 
you requested entitled "Filling the Gaps in the Fight Against Invasive Species.”   
 
Please support HB 2700, and ask your colleagues to stop nickel and diming invasive species  
programs.  Mahalo nui loa for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Sincerely,    

 
Marjorie Ziegler 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HB 2270 – RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION. 
Restructures the Hawaii Invasive Species Council as the Hawaii Invasive Species Authority, attached 

administratively to the Department of Agriculture, for the enhancement of the State's invasive species 
prevention, early detection, rapid response, control, enforcement, and outreach programs.  Establishes 
the Hawaii Invasive Species Authority Special Fund and appropriates moneys to that fund to implement 

the Authority and relevant invasive species projects. 
 
Chair Tsuji, Vice Onishi, and Members of the Committee: 
 
My name is Dale Sandlin, and I am Managing Director of the Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council.  The 
Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council, Inc.  (HCC) is the Statewide umbrella organization comprised of 
the five county level Cattlemen’s Associations.  Our 140+ member ranchers represent over 
60,000 head of beef cows; more than 75% of all the beef cows in the State.  Ranchers are the 
stewards of approximately 25% of the State’s total land mass. 
 
The Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council supports HB 2270, as this measure should assist in enhancing 
the existing invasive species mitigation efforts the State is currently performing. 
 
By creating this authority through the Department of Agriculture (DOA), the efforts of specific 
invasive species will allow for inclusion for mitigation.  
 
The cattle industry is currently being affected by many invasive species including fireweed, a 
noxious weed that is toxic to livestock that can cause illness and even death to cattle in severe 
cases. 
 
Thanks to the efforts of the DOA, in conjunction with CTAHR Cooperative Extension Service 
working with our industry, they have been able to slow down the spread of this through use of 
the secusio moth. This moth is a natural predator of plant and has been released in several areas 
throughout the state. Without these efforts, the weed would have certainly spread to become an 
even bigger threat than it currently is. 
 
Deer populations have also become an invasive species for our industry. Ranchers are constantly 
having to balance their pasture quality and the rainfall they receive for the use of their cattle. 
Having the added pressure of deer present on their pastures creates even more challenges.  
 



 
By aligning this authority under the DOA, the agricultural community, as well as the 
environmental/conservation communities will be better served. For this reason, we urge this 
committee to pass this measure. 
 
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to testify on this important matter. 
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The House of Representatives 
Committee on Agriculture 
February 18, 2016 
9:00 a.m., Conference Room 312 
State Capitol 
 

Testimony in Support of HB 2270 
 
Aloha Chair Tsuji, Vice Chair Onishi, and Members of the Committee, 

The Coordinating Group on Alien Pest Species (CGAPS) is in support of HB 2270, 
Relating to Invasive Species Program Administration. 

With full disclosure, I have been acting as Chair pro tempore of the HISC Public 
Outreach Working Group since August 2015, but this testimony is on behalf of CGAPS.  With 
the help of the Legislature, Governor, and many, many dedicated people, the HISC has 
accomplished an astounding amount of work. From the start, the HISC has supported invasive 
species pilot projects, research, control operations, and public outreach, resulting in benefits that 
are difficult to quantify. They include the thousands of miconia trees that have been removed 
from Kauaʻi, Oahu, and Maui—without HISC funding, those trees would have matured and 
EACH tree could have produced several million additional seeds each year. Another benefit was 
the formation of the Hawaiʻi Ant Lab. Prior to this, we had no method or pesticide that we could 
use to control Little Fire Ants in trees or on cliffs, and therefore, no hope of protecting high-
value natural areas or public health. And HISC funding developed several other pest control 
treatments such as the hot water shower for agricultural commodities shipped from the Big 
Island. But coqui are sneaky, so when coqui slipped through, HISC funding to CGAPS and the 
Invasive Species Committees ensured that the public knew what they were hearing, and called to 
report it. HISC funding is also being used to help Big Island communities become more storm-
ready by training Albizia Assassins to control albizia trees that imperil roadways, homes, power 
lines, and hospitals. 

As good as the HISC is, we cannot say that we are winning. We see the attached agency 
concept as an opportunity to keep what was working with the HISC, but also to expand on these 
strengths and continue to try to craft a system that puts biosecurity as one of the top priorities in 
Hawaiʻi. Mahalo for your past support, and for your consideration of HB 2270. 

 
Aloha, 
Christy Martin 
CGAPS 
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HB 2270 Relating to Invasive Species Program Administration 
 

 

     I am the current President of the Orchid Growers of Hawaii (OGOH) a statewide association 

of more than 60 commercial cut flower and potted plant Orchid Growers. 

 

     We are in Opposition to HB2270.  We question giving HISC the ability and authority to 

come onto our nurseries’ properties, where they will at our expense take care of invasive species.  

This bill makes no mention of the care that will be taken in regards to our plants, production 

material, privacy, personal property and livelihood.  We question the need to put this power in 

the hands of HISC. 

 

     We ask that you OPPOSE HB2270 and support local agriculture. 

 

        Sincerely, 

 

        Elton Mow 

             President,  

        Orchid Growers of Hawaii (OGOH) 



 

 

      

 

 

 

Elton Mow           

OGOH President 
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Aloha Chair Tsuji, Vice Chair Onishi, and Members of the Committee: 
 
I am Randy Cabral, President of the Hawaii Farm Bureau (HFB).  Organized since 1948, 
the HFB is comprised of 1,900 farm family members statewide, and serves as Hawaii’s 
voice of agriculture to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic and 
educational interest of our diverse agricultural community. 
 
HFB supports HB 2270 which restructures the Hawaii Invasive Species Council as the 
Hawaii Invasive Species Authority, attached administratively to the Department of 
Agriculture, for the enhancement of the State's invasive species prevention, early 
detection, rapid response, control, enforcement, and outreach programs.  It also 
establishes the Hawaii Invasive Species Authority Special Fund and appropriates moneys 
to that fund to implement the Authority and relevant invasive species projects. 

Invasive species have become one of the most challenging problems impacting Hawaii.  
Many invasive species are damaging Hawaii’s environment and the state’s economy.  
Agriculture has a vested interest in this matter. Agriculture is one of the major casualties 
when invasive species are introduced.  Every year, numerous new pests are introduced 
into the State, such as the coqui frog, coffee berry borer, macadamia felted coccid, little 
fire ant, coconut rhinoceros beetle, small hive beetle and varroa mite, to name a few.   

In the 2002 LRB study on invasive species, it was reported that the estimated cost of 
financing all invasive species programs was $50 million. The report estimated that the 
lost revenue to agriculture was $300 million per year.  It also states that the invasion of 
unwanted pests has the potential to economically devastate the State by keeping tourists 
away from the island and that invasive species can affect tourism indirectly by altering or 
displacing Hawaii’s environmental assets. 
 



HFB appreciates the intent of this measure and the many other bills that seek to address 
invasive species.  However, we respectfully request that the Legislature also fund the 
DOA’s Biosecurity Program which is a comprehensive strategy that addresses the 
increasing amount of invasive species entering the state.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this measure. 
 











Testimony for the Twenty Eighth Legislature, 2016 
State of Hawaii 

 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

Rep.Clift Tsuji, Chair 
Rep. Richard Onishi, Vice Chair 

 
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 18, 2016 

9:00 A.M. 
Conference Room 312 

State Capitol 
South Beretania Street 

 
RE: HB2270  RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 

 
 
My name is Sean Spellicy and am the current President of the Big Island Association of 
Nurserymen. 
 
We are OPPOSED to  HB2270.  This bill will give HISC the authoritative action to come on to 
our nurseries' properties and  at our expense, take out invasive species without a care for our 
products, plants, production, personal property and livelihood.  This infringes on our rights and 
will create a feeling of stress to our members. 
 
We ask that you OPPOSE HB2270 and support local agriculture. 
 
  Sincerely, 
 
  Sean Spellicy 
  President  
  Big Island Association of Nurserymen. 
 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 11:34 PM 
To: AGRtestimony 
Cc: hawaiifishingfanatic@gmail.com 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB2270 on Feb 18, 2016 09:00AM* 
 

HB2270 
Submitted on: 2/15/2016 
Testimony for AGR on Feb 18, 2016 09:00AM in Conference Room 312 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Don Aweau Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 



From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: AGRtestimony 
Cc: tom.ranker@gmail.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2270 on Feb 18, 2016 09:00AM 
 

HB2270 
Submitted on: 2/16/2016 
Testimony for AGR on Feb 18, 2016 09:00AM in Conference Room 312 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Tom Ranker Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments: The control of invasive species is the most pressing environmental problem 
in the State of Hawai'i. Please pass this important measure. Thank you. 
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 

mailto:webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov


 

The Local Food Coalition Supports All Forms of Agriculture. 
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Ulupono Initiative 

 

 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

Thursday, February 18, 2016 – 9:00 AM - Room 312 
 

 
RE:  HB 2270 - Relating to Invasive Species Program 
Administration – In Support 
 
 
Aloha Chair Tsuji, Vice Chair Onishi and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Local Food Coalition supports HB 2270, which restructures the 
Hawaii Invasive Species Council as the Hawaii Invasive Species 
Authority, attached administratively to the Department of Agriculture, 
for the enhancement of the State’s invasive species prevention, early 
detection, rapid response, control, enforcement, and outreach 
programs.   
 
The Local Food Coalition is an organization comprising of farmers, 
ranchers, livestock producers, investors and other organizations 
working to provide Hawai‘i’s food supply. 
 
Invasive species threaten agricultural production.  In addition, they 
threaten the natural environment, the health of Hawaii’s residents 
and the State’s economy.  The State needs enhanced coordination of 
invasive species programs.  We support HB 2270 as it will provide the 
leadership, staffing and funding to help mitigate current and future 
threats and impacts.   

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  We ask for your 
favorable consideration of this measure. 

 
 
Lori Lum 
808-544-8343 
llum@wik.com  

 
 

mailto:llum@wik.com


From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2016 8:24 PM 
To: AGRtestimony 
Cc: gordines@kauaiflowers.com 
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB2270 on Feb 18, 2016 09:00AM 
 

HB2270 
Submitted on: 2/17/2016 
Testimony for AGR on Feb 18, 2016 09:00AM in Conference Room 312 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

John R. Gordines 
Hawaii Tropical Flowers 
& Foliage Association 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments: Testimony for the Twenty Eighth Legislature, 2016 State of Hawaii 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE Rep.Clift Tsuji, Chair Rep. Richard Onishi, Vice 
Chair THURSDAY FEBRUARY 18, 2016 9:00 A.M. Conference Room 312 State Capitol 
South Beretania Street RE: HB2270 RELATING TO INVASIVE SPECIES PROGRAM 
ADMINISTRATION We are OPPOSED to HB2270. My name is John Gordines and am 
the current President of the Hawaii Tropical Flower & Foliage Association (HTFFA) in 
Kauai. We would like to see a return to form, such as we had with the previous Plant 
Administrator Lyle Wong and Plant Quarantine Manager Carol Okada, where we 
worked together on programs like breeding, import replacement, production support and 
marketing support. We do not see support in the bill for programs that will help us as 
production agriculture and instead we see this as a bill that will give funding that will be 
used exclusively for environmental problems and not those of agriculture. We ask you to 
consider bills that will help agriculture and not those that focus solely on part of the 
problem of Bio-Security. It's for this reason that we ask you to OPPOSE HB2270 and 
support local agriculture. Sincerely, John Gordines John Gordines President Hawaii 
Tropical Flower & Foliage Association (HTFFA) - Kauai  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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HOUSE	COMMITTEE	ON	AGRICULTURE	
Thursday,	February	18,	2016	—	9:00	a.m.	—	Room	312	

	
Ulupono	Initiative	Supports	HB	2270,	Relating	to	Invasive	Species	Program	
Administration	
	
Dear	Chair	Tsuji,	Vice	Chair	Onishi,	and	Members	of	the	Committee:	
	
My	name	is	Kyle	Datta	and	I	am	General	Partner	of	Ulupono	Initiative,	a	Hawai‘i-based	
impact	investment	firm	that	strives	to	improve	the	quality	of	life	for	the	people	of	Hawai‘i	
by	working	toward	solutions	that	create	more	locally	produced	food;	increase	affordable,	
clean,	renewable	energy;	and	reduce	waste.	We	believe	that	self-sufficiency	is	essential	to	
our	future	prosperity	and	will	help	shape	a	future	where	economic	progress	and	mission-
focused	impact	can	work	hand	in	hand.	
	
Ulupono	supports	HB	2270,	which	places	the	Hawai‘i	Invasive	Species	Authority	under	
the	Hawai‘i	Department	of	Agriculture	and	provides	funding,	because	it	aligns	with	our	goal	
of	creating	more	locally	produced	food.	
	
Invasive	species	pose	an	additional	financial	hardship	for	local	farmers	as	they	lower	
harvest	yields	and	damage	crops.	Due	to	their	exponential	growth,	mitigating	invasive	
species	threats	early	can	save	the	state	money	and	staff	time	over	the	long	run.	Therefore,	
we	feel	it	is	critical	to	grant	the	Hawai‘i	Invasive	Species	Authority	the	resources	and	
additional	freedom	to	execute	its	mission.	
	
As	Hawaiʻi’s	local	food	issues	become	more	complex	and	challenging,	organizations	need	
additional	resources	and	support	to	address	and	overcome	them.	We	appreciate	this	
committee’s	efforts	to	look	at	policies	that	support	local	food	production.	
	
We	believe	that	by	collaborating,	we	can	help	produce	more	local	food	and	support	an	
economically	robust	homegrown	agriculture	industry,	which	strengthens	our	community	
with	fresh,	healthy	food.	Thank	you	for	this	opportunity	to	testify.	
	
Respectfully,	
	
Kyle	Datta	
General	Partner	



	  

Hawai‘i	  Green	  Growth	  is	  a	  public-private	  partnership	  that	  coordinates	  across	  government,	  non-governmental	  and	  cultural	  organizations,	  business,	  
academia	  and	  philanthropy	  to	  achieve	  Hawai‘i’s	  Aloha+	  Challenge	  2030	  sustainability	  goals.	  

	  

 

Testimony	  of	  Hawai‘i	  Green	  Growth	  
In	  Support	  of	  HB2270	  Relating	  to	  Invasive	  Species	  Program	  Administration	  	  	  

House	  Committee	  on	  Agriculture	  
18	  February	  2016,	  9:00am,	  Room	  312	  

	  
Aloha	  Chair	  Tsuji,	  Vice	  Chair	  Onishi	  and	  Members	  of	  the	  Committee:	  

Hawai‘i	  Green	  Growth	  (HGG)	  strongly	  supports	  HB2270	  to	  restructure	  the	  Hawai‘i	  
Invasive	  Species	  Council	  (HISC)	  as	  the	  Hawai‘i	  Invasive	  Species	  Authority	  (HISA)	  for	  
the	  enhancement	  of	  the	  State's	  invasive	  species	  prevention,	  early	  detection,	  rapid	  
response,	  control,	  enforcement,	  and	  outreach	  programs.	  HB2270	  establishes	  the	  
Hawai‘i	  Invasive	  Species	  Authority	  Special	  Fund	  and	  appropriates	  funding	  for	  the	  
Authority’s	  operations	  and	  critical	  invasive	  species	  projects.	  

Invasive	  species	  are	  a	  cross	  cutting	  issue	  that	  threaten	  the	  health	  of	  Hawai‘i’s	  economy,	  
ecosystems,	  agricultural	  production	  and	  people.	  The	  recent	  spread	  of	  the	  Little	  Fire	  
Ant,	  damage	  from	  Albizia	  trees	  during	  Tropical	  Storm	  Iselle	  on	  Hawai‘i	  Island	  and	  
Rapid	  ‘Ohia	  Death	  are	  a	  couple	  examples	  of	  the	  severe	  consequences	  that	  invasive	  pest	  
species	  can	  have	  on	  us	  all.	  State	  leadership	  and	  funding	  are	  essential	  for	  rapid,	  
coordinated	  and	  cost-‐effective	  response	  to	  current	  and	  future	  threats.	  

While	  the	  HISC	  has	  been	  a	  very	  successful	  model,	  restructuring	  as	  an	  attached	  
authority	  to	  the	  Department	  of	  Agriculture	  with	  a	  raised	  base	  budget	  for	  staffing	  and	  
programs,	  would	  be	  an	  important	  step	  to	  elevate	  this	  issue.	  The	  Department	  of	  
Agriculture’s	  broad	  mandates	  regarding	  invasive	  species	  and	  biosecurity	  make	  it	  an	  
appropriate	  agency	  for	  this	  important	  statewide	  priority.	   

The	  Aloha+	  Challenge	  is	  a	  statewide	  commitment	  by	  the	  State	  Legislature	  (SCR	  69),	  
Governor,	  Mayors	  and	  Office	  of	  Hawaiian	  Affairs	  launched	  in	  2014	  that	  outlines	  six	  
ambitious,	  yet	  achievable	  sustainability	  goals	  for	  2030	  in	  the	  areas	  of	  clean	  energy,	  
local	  food	  production,	  natural	  resource	  management,	  solid	  waste	  reduction,	  smart	  
growth	  and	  climate	  resilience,	  green	  jobs	  and	  education.	  The	  Aloha+	  Challenge	  was	  
internationally	  recognized	  by	  the	  US	  State	  Department	  and	  Global	  Island	  Partnership	  
at	  the	  UN	  Conference	  on	  Small	  Island	  Developing	  States	  in	  Samoa,	  and	  positions	  
Hawai‘i	  as	  a	  model	  of	  local	  implementation	  of	  the	  recently	  adopted	  UN	  Sustainable	  
Development	  Goals.	  	  With	  Hawai‘i	  hosting	  the	  upcoming	  2016	  IUCN	  World	  
Conservation	  Congress	  in	  September	  2016,	  the	  state	  will	  have	  the	  opportunity	  further	  
showcase	  leadership	  on	  sustainable	  development	  and	  conservation.	  

As	  a	  public-‐private	  partnership,	  Hawai‘i	  Green	  Growth	  supports	  HB2270	  to	  help	  
advance	  strategic	  action	  and	  leadership	  on	  biosecurity,	  a	  statewide	  issue	  with	  global	  
relevance,	  at	  the	  World	  Conservation	  Congress	  and	  beyond.	  
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